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“EU – Turkey Global Business Bridges Initiative” 
Director General of European Union at the Ministry of Economy, Mr Murat Yapıcı said; “Turkey has found itself an important position in Europe and in the world with its national revenues amounting to more than $800 billion and foreign trade of $390 million.”
A matchmaking event entitled "EU – Turkey Global Business Bridges Initiative" was held in Rixos Downtown Hotel, which brought together the EU and Turkish companies that are willing to pursue joint commercial activities and engage in joint investments in Egypt, Tunisia and Palestine. 

The event which was launched as a joint initiative of the Ministry of Economy, Delegation of the European Union to Turkey and Union of Chambers and Stock Exchanges of Turkey (TOBB), hosted the representatives of around 150 foreign and Turkish companies.

In his speech, Director General of European Union at the Ministry of Economy, Mr Murat Yapıcı noted that around 200 representatives of around 150 companies in 8 different sectors from Egypt, Tunisia, Palestine and Europe participated in the event in Antalya.  

Noting that the event was important in many aspects Yapıcı underlined that it helped the public and civil society organisations to get to know the EU Commission together.
Providing information on the performance of the Turkish economy in recent years Yapıcı continued as follows; "The budgetary deficit has been pulled down to 2% from 12%.The mechanical structure of Turkey, its dynamic labour force, geopolitical location contributed to its growth and development potential and achievement of a significant position among the world countries. Turkey has found itself an important position in Europe and in the world with its national revenues more then $800 billion and foreign trade of $390 million. Turkey aims to take place among the 10 largest economies of the world.”
Head of EU Department  at TOBB, Mustafa Bayburtlu provided information on Turkey – EU Global Business Bridges Initiative.

Bayburtlu noted that they have been analysing the potential of the Turkish and EU companies to co-operate in the third countries and in this mainframe they have been preparing the infrastructure for such cooperation and also developing projects.

Underlining that within the scope of the project 6 different sectors namely textiles, food staff, solar energy, automotive and tourism has been identified, Bayburtlu said; “What we intend to do as part of the projects is an activity where individual parts of the value chain will be formed by companies in different countries. We can say that there is balanced participation in consideration of the number of participating companies.” 

First Counsellor at the EU Delegation to Turkey, Head of Economy and Trade Department Michele Villani noted that they were in Antalya in order to establish a bridge among the EU, Turkey and the third countries. 

Noting that around 150 companies have met since yesterday Villani commented as follows; 
“We intend to establish a different perspective in terms of EU – Turkey economic relations. The main idea is to help the European and Turkish businessmen, entrepreneurs. TOBB and the Ministry of Economy are our important partners in this project. We have identified areas where tripartite relationships could be forged. Egypt, Palestine and Tunisia will be these three countries. The companies have been participating in matchmaking activities within the scope of the EU – Turkey Global Business Bridges Initiative. There are around 140-150 small and medium-sized enterprises here. Companies from 16 EU Member States are meeting with the Egyptian, Tunisian and Palestinian companies.”  

