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Companies from EU and Turkey are meeting in Antalya for "Global Business Bridges"

The matchmaking event which will bring together the companies from EU and Turkey wishing to engage in joint trade and investments in Egypt, Tunisia and Palestine is going to take place in Antalya on Friday, 22nd of February.

Global Business Bridges, which was launched through the joint initiative of the Delegation of the EU to Turkey, Union of Chambers and Commodity Exchanges of Turkey (TOBB) and Minister of Economy and financially supported by the EU aims to facilitate trade and joint investments by enterprises from EU and Turkey in neighbouring countries as well as to support the efforts of these countries to strengthen their economic governance during their challenging socio-economic transformation process. 
The pilot phase of the initiative covering Egypt, Tunisia and occupied Palestinian territories has been supported with a study jointly conducted by TEPAV and Barcelona-based IeMED. 

The findings of this survey were presented at the Bridge Building Conference organised in Istanbul last October. Afterwards, professional organisations and Chambers from the EU and Turkey as well as economic counsellors of EU member states have served as a contact point in initiating the process during which companies from various sectors have been identified. 

The first trilateral matchmaking event on transportation and logistics sectors was held in Mersin in early February. At this event, 50 companies from Turkey, EU and Egypt from this sector met. 
About 240 companies from 17 EU member states, Turkey and partner countries have applied to participate in the second event to be held in Antalya. The sectors identified for the trilateral matchmaking event are: renewable energy and solar energy applications, construction, shopping malls and construction materials, food, beverages and aquaculture, electro-mechanic, engineering, information and communication technologies, commercial companies in the value chain, apparel, tourism and legal consultancy services.

The event to be held in Antalya aims to serve as a catalyst for joint ventures between EU and Turkey. The events due to be held in Egypt and Tunisia in May will support matchmaking with enterprises in third countries where concrete trilateral outcomes are expected.
As part of the event, the Chair of the Union of Chambers and Commodity Exchanges Rifat Hisarcıklıoğlu, Director General of EU Affairs of the Ministry of Economy Murat Yapıcı and Head of the Delegation of the European Union to Turkey Ambassador Jean-Maurice Ripert will deliver a speech at the press conference to be held on 22nd of February. 
